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SOIL  CONS-EnVATION  SERVICE 
Albuquerque,  lieTf  Mexico 
April  27,  1937 


RESOLUTIONS  OF  TIJE  RiVNGE  IvIAK/iGEi',iEHT  COMMITTEE 
ALBUQUERQUE,  FEBRUiiRY  2i4-27,  I937 


The  folloiTing  rGSolutions  were  approved  by 
the  Range  Managenent  Section  of  the  Region  o  con- 
ference held  in  Albuquerque,  February  2b,  to  27j  1937  • 

These  resolutions  represent  the  concensus 
of  opinion  of  district  and  regional  representatives 
present  at  this  conference.     It  is  requested  that 
you  f aiiiiliarizc  yourself  vrith  the  principles  advocated 
and  apply  these  principles  to  the  vrork  in  the  field 
pending  the  conplotion  of  the  Regional  handbookv 

Provided  any  questions  arise  as  to  applica- 
bility of  any  of  these  resolutions,  please  inform 
this  office  ii:ii:icdiatcly. 


He  G«  vx4ki]br^ 

Regional  Conservator 


R^mE  MiUGEllENT  RESOLUTIOITS 


PROPER  RM^GE  UTILIZATION  FOR  EROSION  CONTROL 


Objectives 

Primary 

Utilization  estimates  are  designed  to  provide  data  v;hich 
will  facilits.te  Ra,nge  Lianagenent  to  accomplish  proper  restoration  and 
maintenance  of  a  protective  cover  of  vegetation  of  high  forage  value 
that  will  check  erosion  and  conserve  moisture,  and  build  up  soil  fer- 
tility. 

Secondary 

Utilization  surveys  are  valuable  in  that: 

1.  They  enable  Range  iianagement  to  more  definitely 
arrive  at  the  actual  carr^dng  capacity  for  a  ranch. 

2,  They  contribute  to  our  knoivledge  of  the  palata- 
bility  of  range  forage  plants* 

3«     They  add  to  the  original  range  survey  data,  in- 
formation relative  to  volume  production. 

Re  c  ommendati  ons 

The  coiTimittee  recommends  the  f  ollomng : 

1«     That  utilization  estimates  made  from  the  standpoint  of  soil 
and  Y/ater  conservation  must  take  into  account  the  condition  of  the 
ranges,  i.e.,  volume  grovrbh,  plant  vigor,  density  of  plant  cover,  degree 
of  stabilization  of  soil  erosion  and  degree  of  grazing,  rainfall  and 
the  current  fort\ge  production  compared  to  the  yearly  average. 

2.  That  the  terms  and  forms  used  in  utilization  estimates  shoul.^. 
be  standardized  throughout  the  region. 

3.  That  the  utilisation  estimate  methods,  which  are  ba.sed  on 
available  data,  ejid  as  thev  are  in  process  of  develoDment  bv  the  Soil 
Conservation  Service,  should  be  encouraged  and  made  use  of  as  much  as 
possible . 

ii.  Forage  acre  requirem.ent  should  be  based  on  past  use  recoi-ds 
over  several  years  vfhere  available,  for  a  given  area,  keeping  in  mind 
the  particular  t^npe  of  computations  used  in  arriving  at  a  forage  acre. 
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5»     That  a  procedure  be  vrorked  eat  which  mil  express  erosion 
intensity  (rate  of  erosion,  i.e*,  slow  or  rapid  removal  or  deposition 
of  soil,  degree  of  stabilization),  and  soil  tj^^e  potential  (ability 
to  produce  forage)  during  the  time  of  the  utilization  estinis/ces. 
These  data  to  be  expressed  on  the  utilization  estimate  sheet  in  the 
field. 

RAl^GE  UlUT  PLA^^S 


That  range  unit  plans  hereafter  be  kno^vvn  as  Range  Management  material 
for  an  integrated  land  use  plan. 

That  Range  Liana(^_;enent  material  used  in  the  land  use  plan  v/ill  be 
divided  into  thi'ee  divisions  as  follows: 

a.  Graphic 

Maps  shall  be  on  a  scale  of  either  one  or  tv/o  inches  to  the 
mile  for  the  average-sized  unit,  but  for  lo.rger  units  that  cover 
500,000  acres  or  over,  and  at  the  discretion  of  the  Officer  in  Charge, 
maps  may  be  reduced  to  a  scale  of  one-half  inch  or  one -fourth  inch 
to  the  mile.    On  individual  small  farm  units,  the  scale  shall  be 
eight  inches  to  the  mile. 

Overlays  on  finished  maps  will  not  be  used  to  show  stocking, 
improvements,  or  for  any  other  purpose. 

The  range  use  maps  vri.ll  include  the  following  data: 

Boundaries,  number  or  name  of  sub-units,  surface  acreages, 
carrying  capacity  in  livestock  units,  and  season  of  use,  also  pasture 
management  and  movements  of  livestock. 

(2)  Major  Types 

Their  use  on  the  map  is  optional  with  the  Officer  in  Charge 
and  if  used,  will  be  colored  v/ithout  type  designations  according  to 
standard  legend. 

(3)  Proposed  Range  Improvements 

b.  Tabular 

Tabulation  of  range  data  may  be  placed  upon  a  separate  sheet  or 
may  be  printed  directly  on  the  map  sheet.     The  accompanying  form  is 
recomraended. 

c.  TVritten 

This  material  will  be  in  the  form  of  a  brief  summar^r  alonp:  vdth 
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other  uses,  by  sub-units  or  units,  of  the  proper  ran^e  nanageiaont  : 
the  particular  sub-unit  or  unit,  and  v/ill  include  class  of  stock, 
numbers  of  stock,  season  of  use,  and  iir.proveinsnts  including  a  salt 
plan  and  other  practices  necessary  to  secure  proper  distribution. 
This  co.n  further  be  supplemented  by  reasons  and  justifications  if 
advisable. 


RAITGE  llA^NAGEiiENT  FOBllS 

Kinds  of 

forms : 

A. 

Toms  necessary  for  range  mar.£igement 

surveys 

\^a y  onoLiXQ  h-QGtJ  Ci.cA.ui-i  separaueo. 

a,s  GO 

±d,nQ.  s Lcj, v^us  cino.  v eg^Qua v e 

type  s  « 

3»    Plant  Identification  form 

B. 

Livestock  Census  form  (where  possible 

standardize ) 

C. 

Actual  Use  Record  form 

Not  to     (  D« 

Administrative  forms 

be  stan-( 

dardized( 

1,     Crossing  Permit 

nov;  be-  ( 

cause  of( 

2»    Application  for  Grazing  Permit 

limted  ( 

use  ( 

3«    Grazing  Permit  form 

Utilization  form 

F»    Management  Plans  form  (Tabular) 
Agreed  on  above  by  Committee 

G»    Range  Improvement  forms  :     For  District  to  decide 


T;.BULAR  range  MAI^AGE?.IErIT  PL/JI 


Contract  No. 


SilGGt 


or 


Sheets 


Namo  of  Cooporator 


Yfork  proiect 


Pasture 
lands  of 

|l.s. 


'saMo 


iirea^ 
- 1 


YiTasto 
Acres 


C.C. 


Original 
Stockinc: 


Recom- 
mended 
Stock- 
ing 


Increase  s 
} 

or 

Decrease  I 


nod  ■ 
of  '. 


1\|0 


L'Se 


inimaj. 
icnths 


.|_....J... 


Foot  Note:     S. A. -Surf ace  Acres  F,A. -Forage  Acres  C .0 .-Carrying  Capacity 

C  Ic  li-  Cattle  c;  Horses      S  !:  G-Sheep  ic  Goats      ^Increase    —  Decro-ase 


Co operator  ^ s  Approval 


Dat' 


Yr'  IriT 


;^R^riark:s  on  reverse  siaej 


LIVESTOCK  RANCHERS^  PROBLEMS 

"  -  xy- 

This  coimriitteG  finds  tho.t  basic  ovidence  describing  che  effect 
of  various  degrees  of  overstockD.ng  on  the  incone  of  ranchers  is  in- 
adequate to  form  governing  principles  to  be  used  in  a  program  of 
action.    It  recommends  that  economic  studies  of  ranching  using  a 
sample  of  ranches,  carefully  selected  to  illustrate  the  effect  of 
various  states  of  depletion,  v/ith  other  factors  affecting  income  re- 
maining as  nearly  similar  as  possible,  be  undertaken  to  determine  the 
effect  of  such  conditions  on  the  income  of  the  ranch  operators.  These 
studies  should  be  comprehensive  enough  to  establish  policies  relative 
to  the  retiremtont  of  lands  which  are  uneconomdc  for  livestock  pro- 
duction if  operated  according  to  proper  soil  and  iiva.ter  conservation 
practices.     In  addition,  they  should  supply  data  for  the  determdnaticn 
of  Tjhat  is  a  raiiiimum  economic  range  livestock  unit  (a  ranch  unit) 
necessary  for  a  reasonably  adequate  family  income. 


FORiiGE  UTILIZATION* 


Until  a  definite  and  safe  method  for  measuring  forage  utili- 
zation and  establishing  the  maximum  utilization  consistent  vrith  soil 
conservation  principles  is  presented  and  agreed  to  by  this  Service, 
the  folloY/ing  guide  v/ill  be  used  as  to  objectives: 

It  is  desirable  that  utilization  observations  be  made  twice 
yearly.     One  of  these  times  should  be  at  the  completion  of  the  growing 
season.    The  first  would  be  a  basis  for  the  number  of  livestock  ^jnits 
to  be  carried  through  the  fall  and  winter  months;  the  otlier  a  check  of 
past  use  as  well  as  an  indication  for  use  of  the  following  grazing 
period,    V.-hon  the  observation  is  made  just  prior  to  the  principal 
growing  season,  there  should  be  at  least  sufficient  reserve  forage 
present  vrnich,  together  v/ith  a  probable  light  current  forage  produc- 
tion, would  carry  the  livestock  tiirough  the  ensuing  grazing  period 
v/ithout  causing  accelerated  erosion.     This  reserve  forage  should  con- 
sist of  a  portion  of  the  m.ore  palatable  forage*    Extremes  in  yea.rly 
forage  production  shov.ld  not  be  followed  by  like  fluctuations  in  num- 
bers of  livestock;  rather,  these  fluctuations  should  be  held  nearer 
to  a  long  time  average  forage  production.     This  is  a  guide  fo~a  con- 
trolled imit.     For  a  sub-unit  or  pasture  which  is  grazed  only  part  of 
the  year,  the  grazing  intensity  should  be  not  detrimental  to  the  for- 
age vigor  or  soil. 


Prepared  by  J.  L.  Lantow  following  the  meeting. 
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